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CLAIMS: 

1 . A portable alert system comprising: 

a location data source for identifying a location of the 

portable alert system; 
an emergency data source for notifying the portable alert 

system of an emergency event; 
a computer processor to process the location data and 

emergency data to obtain image data which 

correlates the location of the portable alert system 

and the emergency event; and 
a display for displaying the image data. 

2 . The portable alert system of claim 1 wherein the location data source 
comprises a global positioning system. 

3. The portable alert system of claim 1 wherein the emergency data 
source comprises a radio system configured to receive specific area message 
encoding signals from the National Weather Service. 

4. The portable alert system of claim 1 wherein the emergency data 
source comprises a satellite receiver configured to receive digital radar data from 
a satellite. 

5. The portable alert system of claim 1 wherein the emergency data 
source comprises a cell phone system configured to receive digital radar data from 
a remote computer server. 
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6. The portable alert system of claim 4 wherein the processor further 
processes the location data to automatically program the weather radio to receive 
only the signal associated with a location in which the portable alert system is 
located. 

7. The portable alert system of claim 1 wherein the image data is a 
digital map. 

8. The portable alert system of claim 7 and further comprising a radar 
image superimposed on the digital map. 

9. The portable alert system of claim 8 and further comprising an icon 
showing a location of the portable alert system on the digital map. 

10. The portable alert system of claim 9 and further comprising an icon 
showing the location of the emergency event on the digital map. 

11. A portable alert system, the portable alert system comprising: 

a radio system for receiving emergency event data; 

a global positioning system for determining a location of the 
portable alert system; 

a computer processor having control software for processing 
the emergency event data and an input from the 
global positioning system to provide an output to a 
display indicating a position of the portable alert 
system and a position of the emergency. 
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12. The portable alert system of claim 11 and further comprising a 
satellite receiver for receiving weather radar data. 

13. The portable alert system of claim 1 1 wherein the control software 
further comprises mapping software, and wherein the control software outputs to 
a display a digital map. 

14. The portable alert system of claim 11 wherein the radio system 
comprises an NOAA weather radio configured to receive specific area message 
encoding signals. 

15. The portable alert system of claim 1 1 wherein the radio system is 
further configured to receive non-emergency data until an emergency event data is 
received. 

16. The portable alert system of claim 1 2 wherein the satellite receiver 
is configured to received digital radar data from a radio satellite. 

17. The portable alert system of claim 1 1 wherein the emergency event 
data relates to a weather emergency broadcast by the National Weather Service. 

18. The portable alert system of claim 1 1 wherein the emergency event 
data comprises an AMBER alert. 

19. The portable alert system of claim 11 and further comprising a 
cellular phone system for receiving digital weather radar data. 
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20. The portable alert system of claim 1 1 and further comprising a 
cellular telephone system for receiving weather radar data. 

2 1 . The portable alert system of claim 20 wherein the cellular telephone 
system is configured to receive digital weather radar data from a computer. 

22. A method for obtaining and displaying emergency alert data based 
on a position of a portable alert system, the method comprising: 

receiving an emergency alert from an alert broadcasting system; 
determining a location of the portable alert system based on 

information from a global positioning receiver; and 
displaying a location of the portable alert system and information 

regarding the emergency alert a display device. 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein receiving an emergency alert 
comprises receiving a specific area message encoding signal from the National 
Weather Service. 

24. The method of claim 22 wherein receiving an emergency alert 
comprises receiving an AMBER alert. 

25. The method of claim 22 wherein receiving an emergency alert 
comprises receiving a weather emergency, and further comprising obtaining 
weather radar data upon receiving the weather emergency alert. 

26. The method of claim 25 wherein obtaining weather radar data 
comprises obtaining digital radar data from a satellite receiver. 
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27. The method of claim 25 wherein obtaining weather radar data 
comprises obtaining weather radar data from a cellular phone system. 

28. The method of claim 24 wherein displaying information regarding 
the emergency alert comprises displaying a photograph. 

29. The method of claim 25 wherein displaying information regarding 
the emergency alert comprises displaying a map and a weather radar image on the 
map. 

30. The method of claim 22 wherein displaying the location of the 
portable alert system and information regarding the emergency alert comprises* 
displaying a map. 

32. The method of claim 30 and further comprising displaying an icon 
representing the location of the portable alert system on the map. 

33. The method of claim 30 and further comprising displaying an icon 
representing the emergency alert on the map. 

34. A method of automatically programming a weather radio, the 
method comprising: 

determining a location of the weather radio based on information 

from a global positioning receiver; 
correlating the location of the weather radio with geographic 

weather radio broadcast information to obtain location code 

data; and 

programming the weather radio based on the location code data. 
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35. The method of claim 34 wherein determining a location of the 
weather radio comprises determining a latitude and longitude description of the 
location of the weather radio. 

36. The method of claim 35 wherein obtaining location code data 
comprises comparing the latitude and longitude description of the location of the 
weather radio to a database of location codes. 

37. The method of claim 34 and further comprising: 

determining a best fit rectangle surrounding the location of the 
weather radio; 

comparing the best fit rectangle to a database of location codes; and 
selecting a location code located in the best fit rectangle. 

38. The method of claim 34 and further comprising: 

obtaining a radius surrounding the location of the weather radio; 
comparing the radius to a database of location codes; and 
selecting a location code located in the radius. 



